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Name  _________________________
A Dream Deferred

by Langston Hughes

What happens to a dream deferred?

Does it dry up 
like a raisin in the sun? 
Or fester like a sore-- 
And then run? 
Does it stink like rotten meat? 
Or crust and sugar over-- 
like a syrupy sweet?

Maybe it just sags 
like a heavy load.

Or does it explode?

CHARACTER LIST 

Walter Lee Younger (Brother) –  The protagonist of the play. Walter is a dreamer. He wants to be rich and devises plans to acquire wealth with his friends, particularly Willy Harris. When the play opens, he wants to invest his father’s insurance money in a new liquor store venture.

Beneatha Younger – Mama’s daughter and Walter’s sister. Beneatha is an intellectual. Twenty years old, she attends college and is better educated than the rest of the Younger family. Some of her personal beliefs and views have distanced her from conservative Mama. She dreams of being a doctor and struggles to determine her identity as a well-educated black woman.
Lena Younger (Mama) – Walter and Beneatha’s mother. The matriarch of the family, Mama is religious, moral, and maternal. She wants to use her husband’s insurance money as a down payment on a house with a backyard to fulfill her dream for her family to move up in the world.
Ruth Younger – Walter’s wife and Travis’s mother. Ruth takes care of the Youngers’ small apartment. Her marriage to Walter has problems, but she hopes to rekindle their love. She is about thirty, but her weariness makes her seem older.
Travis Younger – Walter and Ruth’s sheltered young son. Travis earns some money by carrying grocery bags and likes to play outside with other neighborhood children, but he has no bedroom and sleeps on the living-room sofa.
Joseph Asagai – A Nigerian student in love with Beneatha. Asagai, as he is often called, is very proud of his African heritage, and Beneatha hopes to learn about her African heritage from him. He eventually proposes marriage to Beneatha and hopes she will return to Nigeria with him.
George Murchison – A wealthy, African-American man who courts Beneatha. The Youngers approve of George, but Beneatha dislikes his willingness to submit to white culture and forget his African heritage. He challenges the thoughts and feelings of other black people through his arrogance and flair for intellectual competition.
Mr. Karl Lindner – The only white character in the play. Mr. Lindner arrives at the Youngers’ apartment from the Clybourne Park Improvement Association. He offers the Youngers a deal to reconsider moving into his (all-white) neighborhood.

Bobo – One of Walter’s partners in the liquor store plan. Bobo appears to be as mentally slow as his name indicates.
Willy Harris – A friend of Walter and coordinator of the liquor store plan. Willy never appears onstage, which helps keep the focus of the story on the dynamics of the Younger family.
Mrs. Johnson – The Youngers’ neighbor. Mrs. Johnson takes advantage of the Youngers’ hospitality and warns them about moving into a predominately white neighborhood.
STUDY GUIDE

Directions:  Answer the following questions.  You do not have to answer in complete sentences, but answer as completely as possible. Keep this sheet in the Literature section of your notebook.

Act 1 Scene 1

1. Where is the story taking place?

2. What does a "dream deferred" mean?

3. What does Walter do for a living? 

4. List the members of the Younger family. 

5. What kind of check is the family expecting? 


6. What is Walter's dream? 


7. What is Mama's dream? 


8. Why does Mama slap Bennie? 


Act 1 Scene 2


9. Who is Joseph Asagai?

10. Why is Beneatha pleased with the robes Asagai brings her? How does Asagai react? 

11. Why doesn't Mama want her son to run a liquor store? 

12. What is Walter's reaction to Mama's refusal to invest in a liquor store? 

13. What seems to be the most important thing in the world to Walter? 


14. Who functions as the head of the household?


15. What is Walter’s reaction to Ruth’s pregnancy? 


16. Explain Mama's statement: "You are a disgrace to the memory of your father."  


17. Describe the mood at the end of Act One.



Act 2 Scene 1

18.What is Beneatha's and Walter's mood at the beginning of this scene?  What events caused you to respond this way?


19. Explain George's comment: "We're going to the theatre-We're not going to be in it."


20. What is Beneatha's definition of assimilation?

Act 2 Scene 1 (continued)

21. What has Mama done with part of the ten thousand dollars?

22. What concerns Ruth about the house?  What is unusual about Clybourne Park?


23. Why does Walter feel useless?

Act 2 Scene 2

24. Explain the disagreement between Beneatha and George regarding education.


25. Explain Walter's attitude about his job.


26. How much money does Mama entrust to Walter?


27. What does Mama reveal when she decides to use the rest of the money for what her children want?


28. What is the fantasy Walter describes to Travis?


Act 2 Scene 3

29. How has Walter changed in this scene?


30. Explain the irony in Beneatha's statement: "This friends, is the welcoming committee!"


31. What mood best describes the family's reaction to Mr. Lindner's offer?


32. What does Travis get his Grandma?


33. Who is Bobo?


34. Why does Walter say, "That money is made out of my father's flesh!”?


35. Who undergoes the most dramatic mood changes in Act Two?


36. Approximately how much time passes in Act Two?

Act 3


37. Where does Asagai want to take Beneatha?


38. Who is "The Man," according to Walter?


39. What is Walter's plan for his “show?”


40. Who are the smartest people, according to Walter?


41. Why does Mama insist that Travis stay in the room when Walter speaks to Mr. Lindner?

42. Although Beneatha has no sympathy for Walter, how does Mama defend him?


43. Why did Walter change his “show” while talking to Mr. Lindner?


44. What does Mama return to the apartment for?


45. What has happened at the end of the story? What dream has been fulfilled?
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