Beowulf Study Guide
English IV/Mrs. Decker

People, Monsters, and Places (p. 19) - write a brief description of each character:

· Beowulf: a Geat, son of Edgetho, nephew of king Higlac
· Brecca: Chief of the Brondings tribe, Beowulf’s friend 
· Grendel: man-eating monster living at the bottom of a foul mountain lake
· Herot: golden guest-hall built by King Hrothgar
· Hrothgar: King of the Danes, builder of Herot
· Unferth: one of Hrothgar’s courtiers, reputed to be a skilled warrior
· Welthow: Hrothgar’s wife, queen of the Danes
· Wiglaf: a Geat warrior, helps Beowulf in his final fight with the dragon
Prior to the opening of the epic, Grendel has attacked and terrorized King Hrothgar’s kingdom.
The Monster Grendel (p.21)

1. What does Grendel resent about Hrothgar and his men? They are happy and singing (lines3-4) 
2. What are two things that show evidence of Christian influence on Anglo-Saxon literature in the first 23 lines?

a. “The Almighty making the earth” (line 7) –a reference to Creation
b. “Conceived by a pair of those monsters born / Of Cain, murderous creatures…” (lines 20-21) – reference to Cain in the Bible (he murdered his brother Abel)
3. Describe Grendel’s attack (lines 30-40): he attacks Herot at night, snatches 30 men from their sleep, smashes their bodies, and drags them back to his lair.
4. What is the effect of the attack on Hrothgar and his men? They are tearful, mourning the loss of their fellow warriors; they fear for their lives
5. How long do the attacks continue? 12 years (12 winters)
The Coming of Beowulf (p. 23)
1. Who is Higlac? What is his relation to Beowulf? Beowulf’s uncle/feudal lord and king of the Geats
2. How is Beowulf described the first time we see his name? “the strongest of the Geats – greater / And stronger than anyone in this world.” (lines 110-111)
3. What is his reaction when he hears of the terrors the Grendel is bringing to Hrothgar and his people?  He commanded a boat to be fit out and proclaimed he would go to Hrothgar’s kingdom to help (lines 112-116)
4. How many Geats does Beowulf take with him? 14 of “the bravest and best of the Geats” (line 121) 
The Arrival of the Hero (p. 24)
1. Describe, in detail, Beowulf’s first conversation with Hrothgar. He says he has heard of Grendel’s terror; he speaks of his strong reputation; he asks Hrothgar’s permission to rid his kingdom of the monster 

2. How does Beowulf feel about the idea of impending death?  Explain. He is accepting of it; he states God will decide who will die in the battle, that Fate will unwind as it must (lines 174-175, 189)
3. How do Hrothgar and his men celebrate Beowulf’s arrival? They throw a banquet/feast in his honor.
Unferth’s Challenge (p. 27)

1. Who is Unferth? What are his feelings toward Beowulf? Ecglaf’s son, one of Hrothgar’s warriors; he is annoyed that Beowulf has come to Denmark, he is angry that Beowulf has more glory and fame than he does ( he is JEALOUS!
2. What are his criticisms of Beowulf? Beowulf is a boastful fool, risks his life just for the danger of the experience, he is full of pride
3. What is Beowulf’s reaction to Unferth’s challenge? What specific accomplishments does he boast about in his response?  He is dismissive; he brags about his swimming abilities, killing nine monsters, etc.
4. Describe Beowulf’s demeanor the night before he faces Grendel (italicized section, p. 32) He is wakeful and eager
The Battle with Grendel (p. 32)
1.  How does Grendel feel once he reaches Herot?  Why? Angry – he was met with a harsh reception as Herot was heavily defended

2. What happens when he grabs a second sleeping body? He grabs Beowulf; Beowulf fights back

3. What 2 kennings are used to describe Grendel (line 432)? “shepherd of evil” and “guardian of crime”
4. What is Grendel’s one thought? To run back to his marsh
5. Describe the battle between Grendel and Beowulf. Violent; Herot shook with the banging of their bodies against the walls
6. Beowulf’s men come to his aid, but their efforts are wasted. Why? Grendel has cast a spell on their weapons; they are useless
7. What proof of victory does Beowulf hang high from the rafters? Grendel’s arm (from claw to shoulder)

8. What is the crowds’ reaction the next day? What do they say about Beowulf? They rejoice! They say no one is a worthier warrior to rule over men.
9.  What does Grendel’ s mother do the night Beowulf defeats her son? (italicized section, p. 35) She kills Hrothgar’s closest friend, then carries off Grendel’s arm

11: The Monsters’ Lair (p. 36)

1. Describe the monsters’ lair. Cliffs, rocky, den-like; lake burns like a torch; wildlife avoid the water

2. What will be Beowulf’s reward if he wins the battle with Grendel’s mother? “Heaped up ancient treasure”

12: The Monster’s Mother (p. 39)
1. What happens to Beowulf as Grendel’ s mother is carrying him to her home? 
He is attacked by other sea creatures

2. Where does Grendel’s mother take Beowulf? What does he realize when he gets there? Why would Grendel’s mother take him to such a place? She has taken him to a battle hall; they are alone; No one else could attack him; she’d have him all to herself

3. What happens when Beowulf tries to use his sword against the monster? His sword is useless
4. What saves Beowulf repeatedly while he encounters Grendel’s mother? His woven chain mail (armor)

5. Describe what Beowulf sees on the wall. A heavy sword hammered by giants
6. What does Beowulf do with it? He takes it off the wall and cuts Grendel’s mother’s neck in two

7. Describe how Beowulf finds Grendel.  What does he do to him?  Why does he do this? Lying dead in a corner; he cuts off his head; for the fame/finality of victory

8. What does Beowulf carry to King Hrothgar? (italicized section, p. 42) Grendel’s head

9. After being honored by Hrothgar and his people, Beowulf returns home and becomes what? King of the Geats
10. After 50 years, what menaces his kingdom/the Geats? A dragon

11. What is Beowulf determined to do, in spite of his age? Slay the dragon (continues to seek fame)
14: The Final Battle (p. 42)
1. Paraphrase Beowulf’s final boast. He is the only one who can defeat the dragon
2. How would Beowulf’s speech in lines 668-679 have been different fifty years ago? He now carries weapons into battle
3. When does Beowulf realize that for the first time in his life he “fought with fate against him, with glory denied him”? (lines 723-24) His weapons begin to fail him
4. How does he act when he realizes this? He knows fate is against him, but he continues to fight
5. Describe, in detail, the battle from this point on. The dragon is winning at every opportunity; Beowulf falters

6. Who is Wiglaf?  What does he do? Wexstan’s son, one of Beowulf’s men; he vows to help Beowulf

7.  What does Wiglaf remember? His (and Beowulf’s other men’s) promises to support Beowulf whenever he needed them

8. What does Wiglaf say about Beowulf and his imminent death?  Beowulf does not deserve to die miserably and alone

9. What happens after Beowulf and Wiglaf kill the dragon? Beowulf is left mortally wounded

10. Describe the treasure. Gold and jewels
11. Does Wiglaf face any obstacles while taking the treasure? No
12. Describe Beowulf when Wiglaf sees him again. He is bloody and gasping for breath

13. What does Beowulf say about the treasure? He sold his life for it and sold it well.

14. What does Beowulf give to Wiglaf?  What does he then say? His golden necklace, his helmet, his rings, his mail shirt/armor; 1) Lead his people and 2) Build a tomb in his honor

15. What are Beowulf’s last words? He follows other brave warriors into death
16. What does Wiglaf say to Beowulf’s faithless warriors? He criticizes them for abandoning Beowulf
17. What do the Geats do with Beowulf’s body? Cremate it and bury his ashes in the tower with the dragon’s treasure
18. What do the twelve bravest Geats do? Ride around the tower telling of Beowulf’s greatness

