The Harlem Renaissance 


Name: _______________________________
(Background Information - pp. 910-911)

1. Where and when did the Harlem Renaissance occur?

2. What is the significance of this remarkable period?

3. What was the Great Migration?

4. Identify famous artists of the Harlem Renaissance:

a. Writers

b. Painters

c. Singers/Musicians 

5. Identify Langston Hughes:

6. What is the debate surrounding the significance of the Harlem Renaissance?

7. What was a lasting effect of the Harlem Renaissance?

Directions:  
1. Match the sentences at the end with the meaning of each of the stanzas or sentences in the poem.  Each number belongs in one of the boxes next to the poetry.  
2. Write the correct sentence in the box next to its matching poetic stanza/sentence.  

3. After reading each poem and correctly matching it to the right bulleted sentences, come up with an overall theme for the poem.  This is important because your companion poems will have to share a common theme.
4. Choose the poem that you understand or relate to the best and write a companion poem.

a. Your companion poem should share the same number of lines, syllables, stanzas and rhyme scheme.  

b. It should also share the same basic idea in each stanza and the same overall theme.  That does NOT mean that you need to write about race or race-relations.  If you had a poem about freedom and being able to make free choices, you could write about what college you want to go to, how you dress, what you listen to, who you want to date, who you want to hang out with, what types of hobbies you have, or anything else that means FREEDOM to you. 

5. Please ask for clarification if you need help.

Tableau






THEME:
by Countee Cullen

	
Locked arm in arm they cross the way

The black boy and the white,

The golden splendor of the day

The sable pride of night.
	

	
From lowered blinds the dark folk stare

And here the fair folk talk,

Indignant that these two should dare

In unison to walk.
	

	
Oblivious to look and word

They pass, and see no wonder

That lightning brilliant as a sword

Should blaze the path of thunder.
	


The Tropics of New York     



THEME:
by Claude McKay  

	
Bananas ripe and green, and ginger root

     Cocoa in pods and alligator pears,

And tangerines and mangoes and grape fruit,

     Fit for the highest prize at parish fairs,
	

	
Sat in the window, bringing memories

     of fruit-trees laden by low-singing rills,

And dewy dawns, and mystical skies

     In benediction over nun-like hills.
	

	
My eyes grow dim, and I could no more gaze;

     A wave of longing through my body swept,

And, hungry for the old, familiar ways

     I turned aside and bowed my head and wept.
	


America






THEME:
by Claude McKay

	
Although she feeds me bread of bitterness,

And sinks into my throat her tiger's tooth,

Stealing my breath of life, I will confess

I love this cultured hell that tests my youth!
	

	
Her vigor flows like tides into my blood,

Giving me strength erect against her hate.

Her bigness sweeps my being like a flood.
	

	
Yet as a rebel fronts a king in state,

I stand within her walls with not a shred

Of terror, malice, not a word of jeer.
	

	
Darkly I gaze into the days ahead,

And see her might and granite wonders there,

Beneath the touch of Time's unerring hand,

Like priceless treasures sinking in the sand.
	


I, Too
A reply poem to Walt Whitman’s “I Hear America Singing” (text pp. 448-449)
THEME:
by Langston Hughes

	
I, too, sing America.
	

	
I am the darker brother.

They send me to eat in the kitchen

When company comes,

But I laugh,

And eat well,

And grow strong.
	

	
Tomorrow,

I'll be at the table

When company comes.

Nobody'll dare

Say to me,

"Eat in the kitchen,"

Then.
	

	
Besides,

They'll see how beautiful I am

And be ashamed--
	

	
I, too, am America. 
	


The Stanza (or sentence) is about …
1.  The confusing but deeply cherished love that the author feels for something that is dangerous, hurtful and poisonous to him.

2.  The day that will come when everyone is treated the same, and no one will dare show prejudice.

3.  The fact that both races are unique and beautiful, even if they appear to be opposites.

4.  The fact that everyone will be seen for who they really are, and society’s racist ways will become a disgraceful episode in our past.

5.  The fact that this country is overpowering, exciting, and fulfilling at the same time that it tears down its people and causes them to feel hate(d).

6.  The fact that we are one people; like it or not.

7.  The idea that everyone belongs and should have a celebrated role in society.

8.  The memories of something loved and lost come flooding back once they have been triggered.

9.  The nostalgia and yearning for something lost become overwhelming, but both the loss and the love for that lost thing are cherished.

10.  The pride the author feels about belonging to this group AND how proud he is of how the group handles itself.

11.   The racism, suspicion and hatred that exists on both sides of the color barrier.

12.  The sights and smells of a familiar and beloved place showing up in an unlikely or unfamiliar place.

13.  The unfair treatment of one group that uses all of the negatives to make themselves stronger.

14.  The unfortunate fact that the future does not look bright, and time will erase even the greatest things we have to offer.

15.  The younger generation does not buy into the old racist ways and through cooperation; this new generation will change the world.
