Name: _____________________________

Early Romanticism Notes

· Time Period:  1800-1840 (Early Romanticism)
· Romanticism began as a reaction against Neoclassicism (Revolutionary Period)
· The literary center of the Romantic movement shifted from Boston to New York

· These authors differed from previous writers in that they were writers, and not "soldiers of fortune"

· Romanticism began in Europe, but American subjects included freedom, expansion, and the individual

· Romanticism stressed personal experience, while Neoclassicism stressed reason over emotion

Six Characteristics of Romanticism:

1.
a profound love of nature

2.
a focus on the self and the individual

3.
a fascination with the supernatural, the mysterious, and the gothic

4.
a yearning for the picturesque and the exotic

5.
a deep-rooted idealism

6.
a passionate nationalism, or love of country

Subjects of Romantic writers:

1.
NATURE:  emphasis on beauty, strangeness, mystery


Examples:  Folklore - Washington Irving



       Poems - William Cullen Bryant



       Novels - James Fenimore Cooper



       ** Poe's imaginary worlds dominate the real world

2.
THE PAST:  dealt with the early history of America


Examples:  Irving and Cooper



        **Poe's stories are in the past, but not the American past

3.
THE INNER WORLD OF HUMAN NATURE:  emotion, intuition, imagination, and individual expression of the writer's private inner being


Examples:  Bryant, Cooper



        **Poe maximized this element of Romanticism

Subjects of writing

1.
Pride for winning Revolutionary War

2.
Love of beautiful American scenery

3.
Optimism about the future

4.
Social issues (slavery was a major issue of this time)

Characteristics of literature:

1.
exhibits sense of humor

2.
descriptive details

3.
musical quality

4.
development of the short story

5.
suspense

6.
character development

7.
literature that exposed the horrors of slavery

8.
Native American literature expressing feelings toward the loss of 


land and rights


	SpringBoard TP-CASTT Poem Analysis 
Poem Title: “Thanatopsis” (text pp. 277-279)
Author: William Cullen Bryant

	Title
Make a prediction. What do you think the title means before reading the poem?
	

	Paraphrase
Translate the poem in your own words. What is the poem about? 
	

	Connotation
Look beyond the literal meaning of key words and images to their associations.
	

	Attitude
How does the author feel about the speaker, other characters, or the subject?
	

	Shifts
Where do the shifts in tone, setting, voice, etc., occur? What is the purpose of each shift? How do they contribute to effect and meaning?
	

	Title 
Reexamine the title. What do you think it means now in the context of the poem?
	

	Theme

Think of the literal and metaphorical layers of the poem. Write the theme in a complete sentence.
	


To a Waterfowl

by William Cullen Bryant

Despite many years of scientific study since Bryant's time, we still do not understand fully how migrating birds find their way.  Here, as in many of his poems, Bryant is interested in the connection between his own imagination and a mystery of nature.


Whither, midst falling dew,

While glow the heavens with the last steps of day,

Far, through their rosy depths, dost thou pursue


Thy solitary way?

Vainly the fowler's* eye




fowler:  hunter

Might mark thy distant flight to do thee wrong,

As, darkly seen against the crimson sky,


Thy figure floats along.


Seek'st thou the plashy brink

Of weedy lake, or marge* of river wide,



marge:  "edge" or 

Or where the rocking billows rise and sink


                        "border"


On the chafed oceanside?


There is a Power whose care

Teaches thy way along that pathless coast --

The desert and illimitable air --


Lone wandering, but not lost.


All day thy wings have fanned,

At that far height, the cold thin atmosphere,

Yet stoop not, weary, to the welcome land,


Though the dark night is near.


And soon that toil shall end;

Soon shalt thou find a summer home, and rest,

And scream among thy fellows; reeds shall bend,


Soon, o'er thy sheltered nest.


Thou'rt gone, the abyss of heaven

Hath swallowed up thy form; yet, on my heart

Deeply hath sunk the lesson thou hast given,


And shall not soon depart.


He who, from zone to zone,

Guides through the boundless sky thy certain flight,

In the long way that I must tread alone,


Will lead my steps aright.

“To a Waterfowl” by William Cullen Bryant 
Questions:

1. In the first stanza, the observation of the waterfowl in flight is put not as a statement but as a question.  

a.  What does this question about the bird's destination suggest to you about the poet's mood or state of mind?  

b.  Migrating birds usually travel in flocks and follow a leader.  What different effect is conveyed by the poem's focus upon a "solitary" bird?

2.
In stanza 2, the poet imagines a hunter watching the waterfowl.  How does the introduction of this second human observer help to establish the poet's sympathy with the bird?

3.
In stanza 6, the poet imagines the future homecoming of the bird in images of rest, fellowship, and shelter.  Why is it important that the poet should imagine this homecoming for the bird before it disappears?  In answering, consider the image of the bird in stanza 5.

4.
Stanza 7 is a turning point in the poem, moving from observation of the bird and meditation about its flight to a statement of the meaning of this experience.  Stanza 8 draws a direct parallel between the bird's flight and the poet's earthbound journey through life.  How do lines 25-26 anticipate this parallel?

5.
The "lesson" of this experience touches the poet's heart.  
a.  What inner assurance has the poet gained?  
b. What has provided this new assurance?  

“To a Waterfowl” by William Cullen Bryant 

Theme: Theme is the central insight into life, or main idea, that a work of literature expresses.

Understanding Theme: Identify thematic phrases as directed.

1. “There is a Power whose care

Teaches thy way along that pathless coast --

The desert and illimitable air --


Lone wandering, but not lost.”


(lines 13-16)

a. Underline the phrase expressing the speaker’s belief in God.

b. Circle the phrase that means that God, in the speaker’s view, guides the bird.

c. Put a wavy line under the phrase that means that although the bird travels alone, it receives divine protection.

2. “And soon that toil shall end;

Soon shalt thou find a summer home, and rest,

And scream among thy fellows; reeds shall bend,


Soon, o'er thy sheltered nest.”


(lines 21-24)

a. Underline the phrase that means that the bird’s work will soon over.

b. Circle the phrase that says that the bird will find a relaxing reward.

3. “He who, from zone to zone,

Guides through the boundless sky thy certain flight,

In the long way that I must tread alone,


Will lead my steps aright.
“


(lines 29-32)

a. Underline the phrase that each person’s path in life is a long one.

b. Circle the phrase that means that each person must go through life on his or her own.

c. Put a wavy line under the phrase that means God will guide the speaker’s way.

Applying Skills: Below are statements about themes. Based on themes in “To a Waterfowl,” put an A beside the statements Bryant would agree with and a D beside those he would disagree with.
____ 1. A divine force protects birds and people in much the same way.

____ 2. Watching nature, we realize that we are in good hands as we travel through life.

____ 3. There is no mercy in this world

____ 4. We live our lives alone, yet we are protected in a way we don’t completely understand.

____ 5. God is basically good.

____ 6. Nature in blank; it teaches us nothing.

____ 7. Nature is a fearsome thing.

____ 8. Birds are as intelligent as human beings.

____ 9. The lone-wandering bird is easy prey for humans.

____ 10. The wise person, like the waterfowl, trusts divine providence.

Reader’s response: Below are three possible thematic statements about birds inspired by “To a Waterfowl”.  Circle the number of the statement you agree with most. Be ready to support.

____ 1. Birds live short, senseless lives and so do human beings.

____ 2. Birds are more beautiful that they themselves realize, and so are human beings.

____ 3. Though birds seem vulnerable, they are actually under divine protection. 

“The Raven” by Edgar Allen Poe (text pp. 330-334)
(Adapted from cchs.ccusd.org/apps/.../The%20Raven%20Comprehension%20Qs.doc)
1. List three verbs that show what the poem’s narrator is doing in the first stanza.

2. The narrator of the poem is sad because his lost love is dead.  What is her name and how does he try to escape his sorrow?

3. What fills the narrator’s heart with terror in stanza 3?

4. What does the narrator see when he first opens the chamber door (stanza 4)?

5. In stanza 7, the raven flies into the narrator’s chamber.  Where does the raven perch?

6. What is the first question the narrator asks the raven (stanza 8)?

7. What is the raven’s only answer to the narrator’s questions?

8. In stanza 12, the narrator sits down in front of the raven.  What is the narrator thinking as he looks at the bird?

9. As the poem progresses, the narrator becomes more and more furious with the raven.  Why does he become so angry?

10. Where is the raven at the end of the poem (stanza 18)?  What does the raven’s presence tell the reader about the narrator’s grief?

11. Edgar Allan Poe is famous for using symbolism in his stories and poetry.  How could the raven be a symbol in this poem?  What clues does Poe give you to imply that the raven is a symbol rather than a literal creature?

12. Poe is also famous for using allusions in his writing.  Find two examples from “The Raven”; identify the type of allusion it is (literary, mythological, biblical, etc.).

13. How would you describe the atmosphere created by the setting?  Which images in the beginning of the poem create this atmosphere?

THE FIRESIDE POETS

1. Fireside poets:  a group of popular poets who were enjoyed by a wide reading public of both scholars and ordinary literate "family" circles of the day.

2. So named because their poems were so often read aloud at the family fireside as family entertainment.

3. Poets include Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, John Greenleaf Whittier, Oliver Wendell Holmes, and James Russell Lowell.

4. Concentration was in the New England states, particularly Massachusetts.

5. Shared common poetic themes:


a. nature


b. the family


c. love


d. patriotism


e. God and religion

HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW (1807-1882)

“The Tide Rises, the Tide Falls”

1. Longfellow was the most popular and accomplished poet at that time.

2. He was also a teacher of modern languages at Bowdoin and Harvard.

3. Was a classmate of Nathaniel Hawthorne 

4. First wife died of a miscarriage; second wife died in a fire

5. Became the symbolic figure of "The Poet"

6. First American to be honored with a marble bust in the Poet's Corner in Westminster Abbey

7. He chose general topics; aimed to create an audience for poetry


a. poetry is an expression of common knowledge and feelings of those who share a culture

b. his task was to create a memorable form of common heritage and to create an audience for poetry
JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL (1819-1891)

“She Came and Went”, “Stanzas on Freedom”

1.
Graduated from Harvard; class poet

2.
First editor of The Atlantic Monthly
3.
Strongly against slavery

4.
Most versatile and gifted of all the Fireside Poets

5.
Used sentimentality to create emotion in the reader
OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES (1809-1894)

“Old Ironsides”

1.
Was a descendant of Anne Bradstreet

2.
A doctor and a writer simultaneously

3.
Graduate of Harvard

4.
The Saturday Club - a monthly meeting of writers and scientists 
whose informal conversations were "intellectually brilliant"

5.
Member of the "Boston Brahmins" - a name taken from the high 
priests of the Hindu religion and humorously applied to Boston's upper 
classes.  He recognized the cultural importance of his work, yet he could also poke fun at it at times.

6.
Wittiest of the Fireside Poets

7.
His son, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., was a Supreme Court Justice
JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER (1807-1892)
from “Snowbound”

1.
Born into a poor Quaker family; little formal schooling

2.
Influenced by Quakerism


a.
emphasizes the individual's intuition ("inner light") as a guide to 
spiritual truth


b.
study and self-expression is a moral duty


c.
actively involved in efforts of abolition

3.
Greatest poem "Snowbound" (759 lines!)

4.
Career


a.
one of the founders of the literary magazine, The Atlantic Monthly


b.
Subject matter of best poems:  local customs and legends of rural New Englanders; tight-knit quality of family farm life; simple nature; historical narratives passed from generation to generation in small villages


c.
"plain speech" - received some criticism for this; not lofty or eloquent

"The Tide Rises, the Tide Falls", by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (text pp. 275-276) 




Diction:  Diction is word choice.  A poet chooses one word rather than another when its sound and meaning create the desired effect.

Understanding Diction:  Circle the letter of the best answer to each question below.

1.
Which word in line 2 describes the sound of a bird?


a.  curlew

b.  darkens

c.  calls

2.
What word does Longfellow use to describe the most important person in


the poem?


a.  traveler

b.  curlew

c.  hostler

3.
What word in the second stanza means "erase"?


a.  settles

b.  efface

c.  footprints

4.
In the first stanza, what does Longfellow say about the twilight?


a.  It calls.

b.  It brightens.
c.  It darkens.

5.
In the third stanza, what does Longfellow not say the horses do?


a.  stamp

b.  neigh

c.  buck

6.
In the third stanza, what does Longfellow say the morning does?


a.  It shimmers.
b.  It shivers.

c.  It breaks.

7.
In the first stanza, what two words does Longfellow use to describe


the sand?


a.  cold and wet
b.  damp and brown
c.  dry and pale

8.
What word does Longfellow use to tell us when the traveler will return


to the shore?


a.  nevermore

b.  tomorrow

c.  mayhap
James Russell Lowell 

(1819-1891)

When James Russell Lowell's first child, Blanche, was only four years old, the poet was so pleased with the lively infant that he could not resist boasting about her.  As he wrote to a friend, "Miss Blanche Lowell, in the freshness of her morning spirits, is, in my opinion, a sight well worth a journey from Philadelphia to look upon.  Why, she laughs all over you.  You can see it through her clothes.  The very tips of her toes twinkle for joy . . . She has another grace which I might in modesty omit, but I love truth!  She is exceedingly fond of her father!"


Less  than a year later, the infant who had been the joy of his life was dead.  It took Lowell many months to find the words for his grief.  When they came, he produced a short elegiac lyric that, in its purity and simplicity, stands apart from the bulk of his collected works.

She Came and Went

As a twig tremble, which a bird




     Lights on to sing, then leaves unbent,

 

So is my memory thrilled and stirred -


       

     I only know she came and went.


     

As clasps some lake, by gusts unriven,

     The blue dome's measureless content,

So my soul held that moment's heaven -

     I only know she came and went.

As, at one bound, our swift spring heaps

     The orchards full of bloom and scent,

So clove her May my wintry sleeps -

     I only know she came and went.

An angel stood and met my gaze,

     Through the low doorway of my tent;

The tent is struck, the vision stays -

     I only know she came and went.

Oh, when the room grows slowly dim,

     And life's last oil is nearly spent,

One gush of light these eyes will brim,

     Only to think she came and went.

“She Came and Went”, by James Russell Lowell

Questions:

1.
Each of the first three stanzas makes a comparison that describes the effect


Lowell's daughter has had on his life.  Restate these three similes in your own


words.

2.
What time of life does the last stanza refer to?  What does the poet say will


happen when this time of his life arrives?

3.
What words and images in the poem emphasize the brevity of the daughter's 


life?  What word and images express the joy she gave her father?

4.
How would you paraphrase the refrain?

James Russell Lowell (1819-1891)


In 1884, Lowell married Maria White, a staunch abolitionist; she strengthened his belief in human brotherhood. During the years that preceded the Civil War, he vigorously championed the anti-slavery cause. Yet the poet clearly recognized that by no means all the “slaves” in America lived in the South.
Stanzas on Freedom
Men! Whose boast it is that ye

Come of fathers brave and free.

If there beathe on earth a slave,

Are ye truly free and brave?

If ye do not feel the chain,

When it works a brother’s pain,

Are ye not base slaves indeed,

Salves unworthy to be freed?

Women! Who shall one day bear

Sons to breathe New England air,

If ye hear, without a blush,

Deeds to make the roused blood rush

Like red lava through your veins,

For your sisters now in chains – 

Answer! Are ye fit to be

Mothers of the brave and free?

Is true Freedom but to break 

Fetters for our own dear sake,

And, with leathern hearts, forget

That we owe mankind a debt?

No! True freedom is to share

All the chains our brothers wear.

And, With heart and hand, to be

Earnest to make others free!

They are slaves who fear to speak

For the fallen and the weak;

They are slaves who will not choose

Hatred, scoffing, and abuse,

Rather than in silence shrink

From the truth they needs must think;

They are slaves who dare not be

In the right with two or three.
“Stanzas on Freedom”, by James Russell Lowell

Questions:

1. How does Lowell define “true freedom”?

2. What obligation, or “debt”, do free men owe mankind?

3. Lowell was never afraid to stand up for his beliefs or to be in the minority. What lines reflect this attitude?

4. In Lowell’s day, women were not allowed to vote. Agitation by the suffragettes finally secured the vote for women in 1920. Are there other ways in which Americans are less “slaves” than they were in 1848 when this poem was published? What meanings for today’s world can you find in the poem?

5. The poem contains several similes and metaphors. In line 13, the comparison of blood to lava stresses certain attributes: qualities of heat, destructiveness, inexorability, and the like. Find another metaphor and explain what function it serves in the poem.
“Old Ironsides”, by Oliver Wendell Holmes (text pp. 280-81)
1. The title “Old Ironsides” refers to this: 

2. Why does the idea of destroying Old Ironsides disturb Holmes?

3. Holmes proposes this alternative to the plan for Old Ironsides:

4. In protesting the proposed destruction of Old Ironsides, Holmes appeals to readers’ ______________________.

5. List three metaphors (comparisons) Holmes uses for Old Ironsides:

a.

b.

c.

6. From the poem, identify Homes’ use of

a. Metaphor:

b. Irony:

c. Onomatopoeia:

7. Summarize Holmes’ point of view as an author in “Old Ironsides”.
from Snowbound:  A Winter Idyll

1.
In lines 5-18, list 5 signs of the coming storm.

2.
In lines 19-30, list 4 images that relate to farm life.

3.
In lines 31-46, list 5 words or phrases used to describe the storm.

4.
In lines 47-80, give 3 examples of how the world is changed by the snow.

5.
In lines 81-92, give 3 reactions of the animals.

6.
In lines 93-115, what are 2 common sounds that are not heard?

7.
In lines 116-174, find 6 details that give a sense of comfort, security,


and coziness.

8.
In lines 143-154, how does this section emphasize the sense of warmth


within the house?

9.
"Imagery" is words or phrases that evoke the sensation of sight, touch,


hearing, smell, or taste.  Find 3 images in the poem that you especially like.


List them and write a statement for each telling why it is effective.  


Remember:  an image should appeal to the five senses.

from Snow-Bound:  A Winter Idyll
Imagery:  Imagery is the use of language to evoke a picture or a concrete sensation of a person, a thing, a place, or an experience.  Imagery may appeal to the senses of sight, hearing, touch, smell, or taste.

On the blanks provided, state which sense each of the following passages appeals to.  A passage may appeal to more than one sense.

1.
"So all night long the storm roared on:"
(line 41)


______________________________________________________

2.
"A chill no coat, however stout, 


Of homespun stuff could quite shut out,


A hard, dull bitterness of cold,"

(lines 9-11)


______________________________________________________

3.
"We cut the solid whiteness through."
(line 73)


_______________________________________________________

4.
"The shrieking of the mindless wind,


The moaning tree boughs swaying blind,"
(lines 102-103)


______________________________________________________

5.
"The cock his crested helmet bent


And down his querulous challenge sent."
(lines 29-30)


_______________________________________________________

6.
"We minded that the sharpest ear


The buried brooklet could not hear,"
(lines 110-111)


______________________________________________________

7.
"And through the bare-boughed lilac tree


Our own warm hearth seemed blazing free."
(lines 134-135)


______________________________________________________
1

