All the King's Men ~ Discussion Questions

Review the following questions in preparation for our Seminar discussion of the novel.  You are welcome to bring your own additional questions and salient points to the discussion. Come prepared – feel free to make notes prior to class discussion and make sure to take notes during class discussion.  See the accompanying Seminar expectations handout and grading rubric.
Willie and Jack

1.  Is Willie a “great man”?  Why is he successful?  Or is he?

2.  The novel’s title is an allusion to what nursery rhyme? What does the title foreshadow?  Why would RPW choose this allusion?  Does it fit this novel?
3.  In the novel, Jack tells Adam that people “are not good or bad but are good and bad.”  Do you agree or disagree with this point of view? Is Willie a good or bad character?  Is he good because he does good things no matter how he does them? For that matter—is anyone in the novel good?
4.  Agree or disagree with Machiavelli:  "…the lessons of the past should be applied to the present, and…the acquisition and effective use of power may necessitate unethical methods."  Do you see this philosophy at work in the novel?  Where?
5.  Consider the surnames of Warren’s two main characters. What do the names Stark and Burden suggest about the characters? Warren actually changed Willie’s last name from Talos to Stark in later editions of the novel.  Why?  
Jack and the Past

1.  Why does Jack work for Willie?
2.  Consider Jack's philosophies/theories:  the Great Twitch, the Idealist, the Great Sleep, and the Spider web.  What do these say about Jack’s attitude toward life?  Do we trust Jack as our narrator?  What do these philosophies have in common?  
3.  What is the difference between Jack’s world view and the Scholarly Attorney’s? How  do their world views affect their actions?  How does Jack’s “father” here compare to his real father?  
4.  How does Jack's life illustrate that we are all products of our pasts?  How does he feel about his past?  
5.  What is the point of the Cass Mastern story?  Any parallels to other parts of the novel?

6.  What is the role of knowledge and truth in this novel?  Does it “save” the characters?  Why does Jack call it the “end of man”?
7.  Take a stand:  Judge Irwin's suicide is an act of cowardice (or an act of bravery).  What is important about this character?  Do you respect him?  Is he a good “father”?  Is he a good man?  
8.  Who is the main character in this novel?  
The Women in the Novel and other Cool Stuff
1.  Consider the role of women in this novel.  What might each represent to Willie?  To Jack?  
2.  Why does Willie leave Sadie and Anne to return to Lucy?
3.  What is Sadie’s role in the novel?  Why does she stay loyal to Willie?  Compare her to the other female characters.
4.  How does Jack feel about his mother?  Why?  
5.  Is Anne a good person? Is Adam a good person?  Look at their motivations.  Is there any significance that they are brother and sister?
6.  Trace the “womb” imagery in the novel.  Is there death?  Rebirth?  Where and when?
7.  Look at the importance of Tiny, Sugar Boy, Slade, Hugh Miller, etc.  How do the minor characters shape this novel?

8.  How does setting contribute to the novel?

9.  What is the most important passage in the novel?  

10.  What is the role of FATHERS in this work?  Do you see any patterns here? 

11.  How does the novel explore the idea of a dual self - a self others can see and a self that only you can see? What is Warren’s point here?

12.  Trace the motif of “voices” in the novel.  What is significant about Warren’s constant references to this?

13.  Compare and contrast Willie’s various speeches in the novel.  What do they tell you about his character?  About his fall?

14. In what ways does this novel differ from other Southern novels from the 20th century?

Adapted from  http://clinchlitclass.weebly.com/uploads/5/5/3/8/5538298/atkmdiscussionrev.doc. 22 August 2016.
Socratic Seminar: Holistic Participation Rubric ~ All the King’s Men
	Participation is Outstanding

(“A” students)
	· Participant offers enough solid analysis, without prompting, to move the conversation forward

· Participant, through his/her comments, demonstrates a deep knowledge of the text and the question

· Participant has come to the seminar prepared, with notes and a marked/annotated text

· Participant, through his/her comments, shows that he/she is actively listening to other participants

· She/he offers clarification and/or follow-up that extends the conversation

· Participant's remarks often refer to specific parts of the text



	Participation is very good

(“B” students)
	· Participant offers solid analysis without prompting

· Through his/her comments, participant demonstrates a good knowledge of the text and the question

· Participant has come to the seminar prepared with notes and/or a marked/annotated text

· Participant shows that he/she is actively listening to others. She/he offers clarification and/or follow-up



	Participation is satisfactory

(“C” students)
	· Participant offers some analysis, but needs prompting from the seminar leader and/or others

· Through his/her comments, participant demonstrates a general knowledge of the text and the questions

· Participant is less prepared, with few notes and no marked/annotated text

· Participant is actively listening to others, but does not offer clarification and/or follow-up to others' comments

· Participant relies more upon his/her opinion, and less on the text to drive his/her comments

 

	Participation is not satisfactory

(“D” or “F” student)
	· Participant offers little commentary

· Participant comes to the seminar ill-prepared with little understanding of the text and questions

· Participant does not listen to others, offers no commentary to further the discussion




Reconfigured rubric based on Adams@studyguide.org
Adapted from "Socratic Seminar Rubrics." Socratic Seminar Rubrics. Greece Central School District, 2016. Web. 23 Aug. 2016.
