Study Guide Answer Key: The Great Gatsby


Chapter One

1.
What advice did the narrator's father give him?

 “Whenever you feel like criticizing any one, just remember that all the people in this world haven’t had the advantages that you’ve had.”  (Page 1)
2.
What did Gatsby represent to the author?

 “…everything for which I have an unaffected scorn.”  [a genuine contempt or disgust] (pg. 2)
3.
In what business did the Carraways make their money?

The wholesale hardware business (pg. 3)  
4.
Where did the narrator attend college?


Yale (located in New Haven, Connecticut) (pg. 3)
5.
Why did the narrator go east?


to learn the bond business (pg. 3)
6.
In what year does the story begin?


1922[in the spring] (pg. 3)
7.
What living arrangements does the narrator find?


“a weather-beaten cardboard bungalow”; rent was $80 per month (pg. 3)
8.
Who lives in West Egg?  What kind of neighborhood is West Egg?

Narrator and Gatsby; “less fashionable” with newer mansions (pg. 5) – “New Money” 
9.
How much does a mansion cost for the season in West Egg?


$12,000 to $15,000 (pg. 5)
10.
Who lives in East Egg?  What is the difference between East and West Egg?

Tom and Daisy Buchanan; more fashionable, established mansions (pg. 5) – “Old Money”
11.
What is the relationship between Nick Carraway and Daisy Buchanan?

Second cousins (pg. 5)
12.
How did Tom Buchanan distinguish himself in college?


Powerful football player; spent his family’s money freely (pg. 6)
13.
Describe Tom Buchanan's family background.


From Chicago; enormously wealthy (pg. 6)
14.
Describe the Buchanan home.

Elaborate; cheerful red-and-white Georgian Colonial mansion overlooking the bay; lawn stretched to the beach; French windows lined the front (pg. 6)
15.
How old is Tom Buchanan?


30 (pg. 7)
16.
Describe Tom Buchanan's physical appearance.  What does his appearance suggest about his personality?

Hard mouth, arrogant eyes, dominant face, enormously powerful body, muscular = “a cruel body” ; a cruel/harsh personality (pg. 7)
17.
What is your first impression of Daisy Buchanan?  Examine her words and actions before you answer.

Flattering, silly, engaging, sad, exciting (pg. 8-9)
18.
How does Nick say Chicago has reacted to Daisy's absence?


“The whole town is desolate,” as if the town is mourning her absence (pg. 9)

19.
During what month does the action of the novel begin?

June [two weeks before the longest day of the year = summer solstice on June 21] (pg. 11)
20.
What does Daisy accuse Tom of having done to her?


Hurting/bruising her little finger (pg. 12)

21.
What book is Tom reading, and what does it suggest about his personality?


The Rise of the Colored Empires; he is a racist (pg. 12)

22.
What information does Jordan Baker give Nick about the Buchanans’ marriage?


Tom has “a woman” in New York (pg. 15)

23.
Who is the "fifth guest" at the dinner party?

Tom’s mistress [she phones him during dinner] (pg. 15)

24.
What statement did Daisy make when her daughter was born?  What does it mean?

“I hope she’ll be a fool – that’s the best thing a girl can be in this world, a beautiful little fool.” She hopes her daughter will not be aware of the terrible things that go on in life (pg. 17)
25.
Why didn't Nick attend Daisy and Tom's wedding?


He had not returned from the war [WWI] (pg. 16)

26.
How does Daisy describe the girlhood that she and Jordan Baker shared in Louisville?  What does this mean?


“Our beautiful white girlhood”; innocent, wealthy, elitist (pg. 19)
27.
Whom does Nick see when he returns home?  What stops Nick from speaking to him?


His neighbor Gatsby; Gatsby seemed content to be alone (pg. 20)
Chapter Two

1.
Describe the Valley of Ashes.


An industrial area between West Egg and New York City; dirty, ashy, depressing (pg. 23)

2.
Who is Doctor T.J. Eckleburg?

An eye doctor in Queens, NY; his advertising billboard [large eyes in a pair of glasses] overlooks the Valley of Ashes (pg. 23-24)

3.
What does George Wilson do for a living?


He owns a garage/repair shop (pg.25)
4.
Describe George Wilson.


Blond, spiritless, anemic, faintly handsome; light blue eyes (pg. 25)

5.
Describe Myrtle Wilson.


Thickish figure, middle 30s, sensuous; not beautiful but had vitality (pg. 25)

6.
When does this chapter take place?


Late June/early July (pg. 26)

7.
What does George Wilson think his wife does in New York?


Visits her sister (pg. 26)

8.
What things does Myrtle buy in the city?  What do her purchases suggest about her?

Gossip and movie magazines, face cream, perfume, she selects the “perfect” taxi, a dog; they all reflect the lifestyle she wants to live (pg. 27)
9.
Describe the apartment in New York.


Top floor; small rooms; over-crowded with furniture (pg. 29)
10.
Why are the events of the afternoon in New York "hazy" to Nick?


He was drunk (pg. 29)
11.
Who is Catherine?  Describe her.

Myrtle’s sister; slender, about 30, red hair, light complexion, drawn-on eyebrows, jingling bracelets (pg. 30)
12.
Who are the McKees?

Downstairs neighbors in the apartment building (pg. 30)
13.
When Myrtle says, "These people!  You have to keep after them all the time."  What does she mean by this statement?  What is ironic about it?

She acts as though she had already ordered a servant to take care of ice and making drinks; she has no “help” (pg. 32)
14.
According to Catherine, why hasn't Tom divorced Daisy?


Daisy is Catholic and doesn’t believe in divorce (pg. 33) [Nick knows Daisy is not Catholic and was shocked by the lie]
15.
Why does Myrtle say she married George?


She “thought he was a gentleman” (pg. 34)

16.
How long has Myrtle been married?


Over 11 years (pg. 35)

17.
How did Tom and Myrtle first meet?


On the train to New York (pg. 36)

18.
What does Tom do to Myrtle at the end of the chapter?  Why?  What does this action reveal about him?

He slapped her and broke her nose; she kept repeating Daisy’s name; he is controlling and domineering (pg. 37)
Chapter Three

1.
Describe the kind of parties Gatsby gives and the preparations made for them.

Music, champagne, swimming, boating, buffets, bars, orchestras; preparations began in the morning and parties lasted past midnight (pg. 39-40)
2.
Who comes to Gatsby's parties?  What is significant about this?


People just attended; few had ever met or knew Gatsby (pg. 41)
3.
What is "unusual" about Nick's presence at his first Gatsby party?


He was actually invited (pg. 41 )
4.
What did Gatsby do for Lucille when she ripped her dress at one of his parties?


He asked her name and address and sent her a new $265 gown from Croirier’s (pg. 43)
5.
List three rumors going around about Gatsby.

1. he’s a nephew/cousin of Kaiser (emperor) Wilhelm

2. he killed a man 
3. he was a German spy (pg. 44)

6.
Identify the "owl-eyed man."  What is he doing?

Jordan and Nick found him in the library where he was trying to “sober up”; he was investigating Gatsby’s collection of books (pg. 45-46)
7.
Where has Gatsby supposedly seen Nick before?


In France during WWI (pg. 47)
8.
How does Gatsby repeatedly address Nick?


“old sport” (pg. 47)
9.
What does Jordan tell Nick she heard about Gatsby?  Why does she say she doesn't believe it?


He attended Oxford (University in England); she just didn’t believe he went there (pg. 49)
10.
Where does Nick see the "owl-eyed man" again?


After the party when he wrecks his car in a ditch (pg. 54)
11.
What rumor does Nick remember about Jordan Baker?


She cheated in a golf tournament (pg. 57)
12.
How does Nick describe Jordan?  What does this suggest about her?

“incurably dishonest”, she couldn’t stand to be at a disadvantage; she is selfish and shallow (pg. 58) 
13.
At the end of the chapter, what does Nick reveal about himself?

He is one of the few honest people he has ever known (pg. 59) 
Chapter Four
1.
What new rumor about Gatsby is given at the beginning of the chapter?


He is a bootlegger [illegally distributes/sells alcohol] (pg. 61)

2.
What does Nick describe at the beginning of the chapter?  What does this reveal about Gatsby?

The people who attend Gatsby’s parties; people from both East and West Egg attended [old money and new money alike] (pg. 61-62)
3.
Who is "Klipspringer"?


A man who stays at Gatsby’s so often he is called “the boarder” (pg. 62-63)

4.
Why does Gatsby give Nick a lift into the city?


They were having lunch together (pg. 64)
5.
What does Gatsby tell Nick about himself and his background?

He comes from a wealthy Mid-Western family; he attended Oxford like his other family members; he inherited money from his family; he travelled the world; we went to war and won a medal for valor (pg. 65)
6.
What two things does Gatsby show Nick during his story?


A war medal for valor/bravery; a photo of himself and other students at Oxford (pg. 66-67)
7.
How does Gatsby escape getting a speeding ticket?


He shows the police officer his card (pg. 68)
8.
Who is Meyer Wolfsheim?


A friend of Gatsby’s (pg. 69)
9.
Why does Wolfsheim prefer the Metropole?


It is “full of memories” (pg. 70)
10.
What happened at the Metropole?


Rosy Rosenthal [a friend of Wolfsheim’s] was shot and killed there (pg. 70)
11.
What are Wolfsheim's cufflinks made of?


Human molars [teeth] (pg. 72)
12.
Why is Nick shocked at the information he learns about Meyer Wolfsheim?


He is a gambler who “fixed” the 1919 World Series (pg. 73)
13.
What is Gatsby's reaction upon meeting Tom Buchanan?


Embarrassment (pg. 74)
14.
When did the events Jordan tells concerning Daisy take place?


1917-1918 (pg. 74-75)
15.
What had Daisy's mother supposedly stopped her from doing?


“Going to New York to say good-by to a soldier going overseas” (pg. 75)
16.
What wedding present did Tom give to Daisy?  What did she try to do with it?

A pearl necklace valued at $350,000; have Jordan give them back [to Tom] and say she had changed her mind about getting married (pg. 76) 
17.
What did Daisy do the day before her wedding?


She drank for the first time (pg. 76)
18.
What happens to Tom when he and Daisy return from their honeymoon?


He is in a car wreck with another woman (pg. 77)
19.
Why did Gatsby buy his house?


So Daisy would be just across the bay (pg. 78)
20.
What request does Gatsby have Jordan make of Nick?


For Nick to invite Daisy to his house and Gatsby would come over (pg. 78)
21.
According to Jordan, why had Gatsby had such elaborate parties?


He expected Daisy to come to one of them at some point (pg. 79)
22.
Why didn't Gatsby want to meet Daisy at a luncheon in New York?

He didn’t want to do anything “out of the way”; he wanted to meet her close by/next door (pg. 79)

23.
Why does Jordan agree to Gatsby's plan?


She thinks Daisy “ought to have something in life”; she thinks she deserves happiness (pg. 79)
Chapter Five

1.
When Nick returns from New York, what does he think is happening?  Why?


He thought his house was on fire; the area around it was “blazing with light” (pg. 81)

2.
What does Nick compare Gatsby's house to?


The World’s Fair (pg. 81)

3.
What does Gatsby say he hasn't done all summer?


Used his swimming pool (pg. 82)

4.
What does Gatsby offer Nick?


A side job in his “little business on the side” (pg. 82-83)
5.
What is Nick's reply?


No thanks [“I’ve got my hands full.”] (pg. 83)
6.
What is the weather like on the day of the tea?


Pouring rain (pg. 83)
7.
What does Gatsby supply for the tea?


A freshly mowed lawn, flowers (pg. 84)
8.
How does Gatsby behave before Daisy arrives?


Nervous, anxious (p. 85)
9.
How does Gatsby first act in Daisy's presence?


Silent, faking as though he is relaxed (p. 86)
10.
How long has it been since Daisy and Gatsby have seen each other?


Five years (pg. 87)
11.
How does Nick calm Gatsby when Gatsby says the tea is a "terrible mistake"?


He says Gatsby and Daisy are both embarrassed (pg. 87)
12.
What does Nick do to give Daisy and Gatsby time alone?

He walks out the back of his house and stands under a tree out of the rain (pg. 88)
13.
How long does Nick stay away?


Half an hour (pg. 88)

14.
How long does Gatsby say it took him to earn enough money to buy his house?


Three years (pg. 90)
15.
What does he say happened to his inheritance?


He lost most of it the panic of the war [WWI] (pg. 90)
16.
What business ventures did Gatsby have?


The drug [store] business and the oil business (pg. 90)
17.
Why do they go to Gatsby's house?


He wanted to show it to Daisy (pg. 90)
18.
What three emotional states does Gatsby go through?


Embarrassment, unreasoning joy, wonder at Daisy’s presence (pg. 91-92)

19.
What does Gatsby tell Daisy he has been able to see from his house?


Her home and the green light at the end of her dock (pg. 92)
20.
Who is Dan Cody?


Gatsby’s former friend [deceased] (pg. 93)
21.
What does Gatsby have Klipspringer do for them?


Play the piano for them (pg. 94)
22.
Why has a look of bewilderment come back into Gatsby's face?

He is doubting his happiness; he hadn’t seen Daisy in five years and she fell short of his dreams/illusion (pg. 95) 

23.
How does Nick describe Daisy's voice?


“a deathless song” (pg. 96)
Chapter Six

1.
What is Gatsby's real name?


James Gatz (pg. 98)

2.
When did he change his name?


At age 17 when he began working for Dan Cody (pg. 98)
3.
Describe Gatsby's parents.

“Shiftless, unsuccessful farm people” (pg. 98)
4.
What had Gatsby done to pay his way at St. Olaf's in Minnesota?


Janitor’s work (pg. 99)
5.
How had Dan Cody made his money?


Metals rush [mining for silver, copper] (pg. 99)
6.
What were Gatsby's jobs aboard theTuolomee?


Steward, mate, skipper, secretary, jailor (pg. 100)
7.
Why does Gatsby drink so little?


He watched Cody overindulge (pg. 100)
8.
What happened to Gatsby's inheritance from Cody?


All of Cody’s money went to Ella Kaye [a manipulative woman] (pg. 100)

9.
Why hadn't Nick seen Gatsby in several weeks?


Nick had been in New York with Jordan, paying visits to Jordan’s aunt (pg. 101)
10.
Who else comes to Gatsby's when Nick is visiting?


Tom Buchanan (pg. 101)
11.
Why does Gatsby invite them to dinner?


“…he wanted to see more of Tom.” (pg. 102)
12.
What does Tom say about the woman's invitation to Gatsby to join them for 
dinner?


“Doesn’t he know she doesn’t want him?” (pg. 103)
13.
Why does Tom accompany Daisy to Gatsby's party?


“He evidently was perturbed at her running around alone” (pg. 103-04)
14.
What does Tom's presence do to the atmosphere of the party?


He gave it a quality of oppressiveness (pg. 104)
15.
How does Gatsby introduce Tom to others?


“Mr. Buchanan, the polo player” [makes him sound elitist, unworthy of social status]   (pg. 105)
16.
Where do Daisy and Gatsby spend time alone together?


At Nick’s house (pg. 105)
17.
What is Daisy's reaction to West Egg?


She was offended (pg. 107)
18.
What does Tom say he intends to find out?


Who Gatsby is and what he does (pg. 108)
19.
What does Gatsby tell Nick about Daisy's reaction to the party?


“She didn’t like it.” (pg. 109)
20.
What does Gatsby want Daisy to tell Tom?


“I never loved you.” (pg. 109)
21.
What does Nick tell Gatsby about "the past"?  What is Gatsby's reply?


“You can’t repeat the past.” “Why of course you can!” (pg. 110)
22.
How does Gatsby intend to fix everything?

He plans to make things the way they were before [when he and Daisy were together 5 years earlier] (pg. 110)
23.
What happened to Gatsby when he kissed Daisy for the first time?


He knew they were meant to be together (pg. 111)
Chapter Seven

1.
Why does Gatsby stop giving parties?


People were becoming highly curious of him (pg. 113)

2.
Why does Gatsby fire all his servants?


Daisy comes over and he didn’t want anyone to gossip (pg. 114)
3.
What request of Nick does Gatsby make for Daisy?


Would Nick come to lunch at her house (pg. 114)
4.
Describe the weather on the day of the luncheon.


“broiling…certainly the warmest, of the summer.” (pg. 114)
5.
Who attends the luncheon at the Buchanans?


Nick, Gatsby, Jordan, Tom, and Daisy (pg. 115-16)
6.
What does Daisy do as Tom leaves the room?


She kisses Gatsby on the mouth (pg. 116)
7.
What is Daisy's daughter's name?  


Pammy (pg. 117)
8.
How does Gatsby react to Daisy's daughter?  Why does he react this way?


With surprise; he hadn’t really believed she existed (pg. 117)
9.
What does Daisy suggest they do that afternoon?


Go “to town” [New York City] (pg. 118)
10.
What does Tom hear Daisy tell Gatsby?


“You always look so cool.” [she loved him] (pg. 119)
11.
How does Gatsby describe Daisy's voice?  What does this mean?


“It’s full of money”; Gatsby was obsessed with wealth (pg. 120)
12.
Who rides in each vehicle to town?

Tom drives Nick and Jordan in Gatsby’s car; Gatsby drove Daisy in Tom’s car (pg. 121)
13.
Why does Tom stop at Wilson's garage?


To get gas for Gatsby’s car (pg. 122)
14.
What are Wilson's plans?  Why?


He is planning to move West with Myrtle; he has found out about her affair (pg. 123)
15.
What comparison is made between Tom and Wilson?


There was no difference – both realized their wives had lives apart from them (pg. 124) 
16.
What two "sets of eyes" watch the group at Wilson's?


The eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg and Myrtle Wilson’s (pg. 124)
17.
Who does Myrtle think Jordan Baker is?


Daisy [Tom’s wife] (pg. 125)
18.
Why does Tom appear "ruffled" as they drive away?


Both his wife and his mistress were slipping out of his control (pg. 125) 
19.
Where does the group end up?


The Plaza Hotel (pg. 127)
20.
Who is Blocks Biloxi?


A man who fainted at Tom and Daisy’s wedding (pg. 127)
21.
How was Gatsby able to attend Oxford?

The Armistice Agreement allowed WWI officers a chance to attend any university in England or France (pg. 129)
22.
How does Tom react when Daisy tells him to "have a little self-control"? What is ironic about his reply?

He supposes self-control means allowing “Mr. Nobody from Nowhere” make love to his wife; he is having an affair with another woman (pg. 130)
23.
What does Gatsby tell Tom about Daisy?


“Your wife doesn’t love you... She never loved you” (pg. 130)
24.
Why does Daisy tell Gatsby he "wants too much"?

She says she loves Gatsby now but admits she loved both Tom and Gatsby at the same time. She can’t say she never loved Tom. (pg. 132)
25.
What does Tom reveal about the true nature of Gatsby's business?  How does this affect Daisy?

He bought drug stores and illegally sold alcohol [he’s a bootlegger]; she looks terrified (pg. 133-34)
26.
What does Nick realize about this day?


It is his birthday; he turned 30 (pg. 135)
27.
Who is Michaelis?


Young, Greek, ran a coffee shop in the valley of the ashes; key witness (pg. 136)
28.
Describe what happened to Myrtle Wilson.

George had locked her in their apartment; she escaped, yelled at her husband, and ran out (pg. 137)
29.
Why does Wilson call the driver of the car a coward?


“He didn’t even stop his car.” (pg. 141)
30.
Why won't Nick go in the Buchanans' home?


“I’d had enough of all of them for that day, and suddenly that included Jordan too.” (pg. 142)
31.
What does Gatsby tell Nick about the accident?


Daisy was driving (pg. 143)
32.
Why is Gatsby waiting outside Daisy's house?

He was waiting to see if Tom bothered Daisy about the afternoon; Daisy was to signal Gatsby if Tom became violent (pg. 144)
33.
What did Daisy and Tom do when they got home?


They sat at the kitchen table and talked; “…they were conspiring together.” (pg. 145)
Chapter Eight

1.
Describe the "decline" in Gatsby's house.


The house was dusty and musty, as if it had been closed up for days (pg. 147-48)
2.
What advice does Nick give Gatsby?


He should go away since his car would likely be traced to the accident (pg. 148)
3.
Why does Gatsby refuse?


He couldn’t leave Daisy until he knew what she was going to do (pg. 148)
4.
Nick relates Gatsby's story about his past with Daisy.  Why was Gatsby attracted to her?


She was nice, desirable [to him and to other men] (pg. 149)
5.
What does Nick mean about Gatsby's taking Daisy under "false pretenses"?

Daisy believed he was from the same social class as she (pg. 149) 
6.
How does Daisy end her relationship with Gatsby?


She wrote him a letter while he was at Oxford (pg. 151)
7.
What did Gatsby do when he returned from France?


He traveled to Louisville searching for her (pg. 153)
8.
What was Nick glad that he said to Gatsby?  Why?


“They’re a rotten crowd. You’re worth the whole damn bunch put together.” (pg. 154)
9.
Who calls Nick at work, and what is his attitude toward the call?


Jordan Baker; he didn’t care if he ever talked to her again (pg. 155)
10.
What does George tell Michaelis he has a way of finding out?


Who killed Myrtle (pg. 158)
11.
What did George find in a drawer?  What are the implications of his discovery?


A dog leash made of leather and silver; they didn’t own a dog, so someone else bought it (pg. 158)
12.
The billboard of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg reappears in this chapter.  Discuss the implications of its 
meaning to George Wilson.

George looks at the billboard and says “God knows what you’ve been doing, everything you’ve been doing. You may fool me, but you can’t fool God!” George equates the billboard with the eyes of God watching all the bad things people do. (pg. 159) 
13.
Describe the murder-suicide in this chapter.


George killed Gatsby while he floated in his pool; George then killed himself (pg. 161-62)
Chapter Nine

1.
What lie does Catherine tell at the inquest?


Myrtle was “completely happy with her husband” (pg. 164)
2.
What was Wilson "reduced to" at the inquest?


“A man ‘deranged by grief’” (pg. 164)
3.
Why do the funeral arrangements fall upon Nick?


There was no one else to handle them (pg. 165)
4.
What does Nick discover when he calls Daisy?

She and Tom had left with their baggage; they left no address or date when they would return (pg. 164) 
5.
What does Nick imagine Gatsby says to him?


“You’ve got to get somebody for me. You’ve got to try hard. I can’t go through this alone.” 

(pg. 165)
6.
What message does Wolfsheim send to Nick?

A letter stating he was tied up in important business and could not “get mixed up in this thing” [Gatsby’s funeral] (pg. 166)
7.
What is the nature of the call from Chicago?


It was from one of Gatsby’s business partners (pg. 166)
8.
How does "Slagle" react to news of Gatsby's death?


“A long silence… followed by an exclamation… the connection was broken.” (pg. 167)
9.
Describe Henry C. Gatz.


Gatsby’s father; solemn, old, helpless, dismayed (pg. 167)
10.
How did Gatz learn of his son's death?


He saw it in the Chicago newspaper (pg. 167)
11.
How does Gatz react to the splendor of Gatsby's home?


His grief “mixed with awed pride.” (pg. 168)
12.
What does Klipspringer request of Nick on the phone?


He asked to have the butler send him his tennis shoes he left behind at Gatsby’s (pg. 169)
13.
What does Wolfsheim tell Nick as he leaves?


He “made Gatsby”, but he couldn’t “get mixed up in it” [Gatsby’s funeral] (pg. 171) 
14.
When had Gatsby last seen his father?


Two years (pg. 172)
15.
What does Gatz show Nick?


Gatsby’s schedule book and his general resolves (pg. 173)
16.
What was the weather like for the funeral?


Rainy [“thick drizzle”] (pg. 174)
17.
Who attends Gatsby's funeral?


Nick, Mr. Gatz, the minister, four or five servants, the postman from West Egg, “owl eyes”  

(pg. 174)
18.
What does Nick mean when he says, ". . . this has been a story of the West. . . ."?

He, Tom, Daisy, Gatsby, and Jordan were unadaptable to Eastern life.” (pg. 176)
19.
Explain Jordan's statement to Nick about driving a car.


She “met another bad driver” in him (pg. 177)
20.
What did Tom tell George the day Gatsby died?


“the truth”; he told George Gatsby owned the car that hit Myrtle (pg. 178)
21.
Why does Nick say Daisy and Tom were "careless people"?

They “smashed up things and creatures and then retreated back into their money and cast carelessness… and let other people clean up the mess they had made.” (pg. 179)
22.
Why does Nick shake hands with Tom?


He felt as if he were talking to a child (pg. 179)
23.
What does Nick do on his last night at West Egg?

He looked at Gatsby’s house, erased an obscene word a kid had written; he went to the beach and sprawled out on the sand (pg. 180)
