“Under the Lion’s Paw” by Hamlin Garland

Name: ________________________________
1. Which law passed during this time allowed men like Haskins, Council, and Butler to obtain vast tracts of Western Land?  What were a few of the provisions of that law?

2. What is the significance of the story’s title?

3. Directly quote three passages that appeal to the senses.  Explain each passage, and describe what senses the author is trying to appeal to.

4. Give two examples of regional dialect from the story.  Translate each example into more conventional English. 

5. List some of the details that Garland gives that emphasize the hopelessness and futility felt by the characters.

6. What details about Butler does Garland include that give the reader an insight into Butler’s character and foreshadow his treatment of Haskins?
7. After Council and Haskins have concluded the bargain with Butler and after Council has told Haskins that he fully intends to help him and his family through the wither and get a good start on the farm, Haskins says, “Steve Council, you’ll git y’r pay f’r this some day.”  Council replies’ “Don’t want any pay.  My religion ain’t run on such business principles.”  What does Council really mean, and how does this contrast starkly with Butler’s principles?

8. What is Garland implying when he refers to the Haskins as “Roman slaves”?

9. What is Haskins’ attitude toward or his feeling about his oldest son Tommy?  How is Tommy treated by his family and WHY is he treated this way?

10. After Butler returns to negotiate further terms with Haskins, what happens to the farm price?  

11. Explain how this situation places Haskins “under the lion’s paw.”

12. What keeps Haskins from killing Butler?

13. Butler has a legal right to do what he does; Haskins says Butler’s actions are immoral.  Who is right?  Explain.

14. Predict the future.  What will life be like for Haskins’ oldest son Tommy?  What makes you think so?

15. Do you like this story?  Why or why not?

